
    CHESTERFIELD TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION  

 

APRIL 27, 2021 

 

The Secretary called the meeting of the Chesterfield Township Environmental 

Commission to order at 7:00PM.  The Open Public Meetings Act Statement was read and 

compliance noted. 

 

Present Nancy Scarafile, Karl Braun, Rita Romeu, Sarah Dyson, Ms. Koetas-Dale. 

Absent: Jane Ryan and F. Gerry Spence. 

 

MINUTES 

 

March 23, 2021 

 

A motion was made by Ms. Scarafile second by Ms. Romeu to approve the March 23, 

2021 meeting minutes.  All were in favor, motion carried. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

None 

 

PLANNING BOARD APPLICATIONS 

 

No Application were submitted.   

 

DISCUSSION  

 

Dumping in Old York Village 

 

Ms. Scarafile informed Mr. Sahol that there is an issue with residents dumping brush and 

grass clippings in the areas in the village where it is posted “no dumping”   Pictures have 

been taken of the dumping and the board would like to know the best way to inform the 

Township Committee.  Ms. Koetas-Dale stated she would discuss the issue with the 

Governing Body.  There have been complaints from the residents that they have nowhere 

to dump grass clippings, Mr. Sahol stated that the County will not take the clippings, they 

are considered solid waste.  Mr. Sahol is looking into an ordinance revision regarding 

residents dumping outside the gates at the recycling center.  

The board will send a memo to the Township Committee regarding the dumping issue.  

Ms. Romeu stated that the residents should be educated on how they can compost the 

grass by cutting and leaving it which will fertilize their lawns.  Mr. Sahol has started an 

email list for residents that would like to receive information, he will refresh the link on 

facebook, Ms. Koetas-Dale will put it on nextdoor.   

 

Bag Update 

 

Ms. Koetas-Dale informed the board that Sandesh said the vendor would have them by 

the last week in April.  She will reach out to Sandesh again to see what the status is.  We 

will be able to stuff them at the Municipal Building.  Mr. Sahol will be picking up the 

fertilizer flyers and a recycling calendar from Staples. 

 

 



Pipeline Update 

 

Ms. Romeu informed the board the horizontal directional drilling in Chesterfield is 

complete.  They will be coming back to do various connections and should be done by 

early June.  In regard to the little blow out, DEP was called and a report went to 

Committee, DEP was ok with the way things were mediated.  Mr. Sahol will send the 

information to the board.  

 

 

Sustainable Grant ($10,000) 

 

Ms. Dudas submitted two grants on behalf of the Environmental Commission; one for 

$2,000.00 and one for $10,000.00.  The $2,000 grant will be used for education on 

composting and the $10,000 grant will be used to purchase composters to be distributed 

to residents.  The awards will be announced the middle of July. 

 

Arbor Day 

 

The White Oak was planted and was donated by Mr. Osman.  Mr. Braun said the bag 

should stay on the tree for the full growing season, in the fall it can be removed.  The tree 

should be tied so it stays straight, Mr. Bran will take care of that.  Ms. Scarafile will take 

pictures for the Arbor Day celebration.   

 

Dumping on Crosswicks Creek 

 

A resident of Hamilton dumped a load of asphalt millings on the edge of the creek which 

poses danger of going into the creek.  DEP assigned someone from the County to look at 

it and they spoke to the owner who agreed to put a 2 foot wall of soil up to prevent 

leaching into the creek.  Ms. Dyson stated that the State has restrictions on the use of 

millings in wetlands.  Mr. Braun stated that DEP should inforce the issue.  Mr. Sahol has 

been in touch with the Hamilton Townships Administrator and he will email the board 

with updates.  

 

Seedling Distribution 

 

Ms. Scarafile stated that Ms. Ryan put in a lot of hours and gives her credit for all her 

hard work.  There were 250 trees distributed to residents and the event was a complete 

success.  

 

Park Design on Olivia  

 

Ms. Romeu thanked Ms. Ryan for the incredible work she did working with the residents 

and the Township with redesigning the park.  The residents were not pleased with the 

design Ms. Ryan presented and came up with suggestions of their own plan. They wanted 

more amenities which would up the cost to the Township.  The residents had asked for 

more time however the Planning Board voted to approve Ms. Ryan’s design.  Ms. Dyson 

stated that Ms. Ryan did leave space for potential additions.  

 

Ms. Scarafile asked Mr. Sahol if he had looked into the two trees that were hit in 

Charlotte Rodgers Park a few years ago.  Mr. Sahol stated that it’s an insurance issue, he 

will talk to Mr. Ulsher to see if we can move forward and get the trees planted. 

 



Baseline Water Testing 

 

Ms. Romeu stated that the Task Force needs to meet again.  The recommendation is to 

test 4 times a year to get a baseline.  Ms. Dyson stated that DEP wants 8 consecutive 

quarterly rounds.  

 

NOT ON THE AGENDA 

 

Mr. Braun would like to review the process when reviewing projects for the Planning 

Board, he would like to make them more effective.  He would like the comments sent to 

the Engineer and professionals so they see it before the applicant is heard.  Mr. Sahol 

informed the board that any review that is done by the EC has always been sent to the 

Township Engineer and the Professionals in their packets for review.   

 

Ms. Koetas-Dale would like to have the Shade Tree Advisory Board updates on the 

agenda each month.  Troy Ulsher will be the Chair; Larry Kuser-Vice Chair; Elise Nei-

Secretary; Karl Braun-Liaison; and Dan Brown-member.  They had a first meeting and 

they will be looking into the Shade Tree Ordinance and reviewing it to meet their needs.  

First thing they would like to do is get more trees in the community.  They are working 

on a formal program for residents to get memorial trees in the names of loved ones. Mr. 

Braun and Mr. Ulsher will be working on the Hazardous Trees Inventory, Dan Brown 

will do a treekeeper report.  

 

Mr. Braun stated that the bluebird houses came in, he will put 4 at the meadow field at 

the Township Building; one at Margerum Park and one at Charlotte Rodgers Park.    

 

Ms. Scarafile stated so far we have 130 points that have been submitted for Sustainable 

and once everyone submits their actions there will be approx. 180 points total submitted 

by June. 

  

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

A motion was made by Ms. Romeu second by Ms. Scarafile to open the meeting for 

public comment.   

 

Brett Anderson-62 Brookdale Way.  Mr. Anderson expressed how disappointed he is that 

the residents didn’t have any time to look at the design that was approved.  No one took 

detail notes from the resident’s comments, the community wanted to work with the 

Township they were not asking for flashy things but wanted to work with a professional 

to come up with an alternative plan. The community wasn’t given the opportunity to 

come to a compromise.   

 

Lorrie Thier-153 Chesterfield-Crosswicks Road.  Ms. Thier asked if there were any plans 

on moving the flowering trees that are around the old Municipal Building before it is 

demolished.  Mr. Braun stated that the magnolia tree is too large to move.  Ms. Koetas-

Dale will ask Mr. Sahol if it’s possible to demo around the trees.  Ms. Koetas-Dale will 

also clear it with Mr. Sahol so Ms. Scarafile can remove the tulips and look to see if 

anything else there can be saved. Ms. Scarafile will write a report to be given to the 

Township.   

Ms. Thier asked about the Natural Resource Inventory and how she could get a copy. Ms. 

Romeu stated that it was updated approx. 15 years ago and that the EC had a couple of 



meetings to update it before covid hit.   Ms. Romeu said that she has it on a thumb drive 

and she will forward it to Ms. Thier.     

 

 

A motion was made by Ms. Romeu second by Ms. Koetas-Dale to close public comment, 

all were in favor, motion carried. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, on a motion was made by Ms. Dyson second by Ms. 

Romeu to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Aggie Napoleon, Secretary 


